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Overview 
The goal of this informal session is to continue a discussion begun earlier this year, about a proposed 
initiative that explores the “knowledge to action” inter-relationships between climate change impacts 
locally (in BC), and globally (that is “beyond”) — particularly in low and middle-income countries 
(LMICs). An inter-university working group has prepared a short “version 1” paper that provides a 
rationale for this exploration, and sets out some proposed strategies and related questions. The 
intended outcome of the session is to identify issues and actions for further exploration.  
 
Key Messages 

• There are clear interactions between climate change impacts in high-income countries (“the 
North”) and low-income countries (“the South”); 

• The world’s richest countries are primarily responsible for the production of greenhouse 
gases (GHGs), while the world’s poorest countries and vulnerable people within them are 
most affected despite having contributed least to climate change. A response to this situation 
is sometimes referred to as “climate justice”; 

• Significant “South-North” mutual benefits can be achieved by creating arrangements where 
researchers and knowledge users (policy makers, practitioners and others) create authentic 
partnerships and collaborations. 

 
Key Resources 

• The working paper is the key reading for this session. It includes some discussion questions.  
 
Relevant Web Sites: 

• Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions 

• Lancet Countdown [Note: the “Lancet Countdown: Tracking Progress on Health and Climate 
Change” is a global, interdisciplinary research collaboration between 27 academic institutions 
and inter-governmental organizations. It monitors progress on the relationships between 
health and climate, and their implications for national governments, reporting annually 
(beginning in 2017). With each global report, a specific “Briefing for Policy Makers” targeting 
certain countries. Recommended below is the 2018 “Briefing for Canadian Policymakers”.] 

 
Other recommended readings 

• Climate Change and Health in British Columbia (2008): Ostrey A. Ogborn M., Takaro T., Bassil 
K. and Allen D. A PICS working paper.  

• Lancet Countdown 2018 Report: Briefing for Canadian Policymakers (November 2018). 

https://bccoalitioninstitute.com/home/facilitators/
https://bccoalitioninstitute.files.wordpress.com/2019/08/working-paper-bc.docx
http://www.pics.uvic.ca/
http://www.lancetcountdown.org/
https://bccoalitioninstitute.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/ostrey-et-al-cc-and-health-in-bc-pics-2008-.pdf
https://bccoalitioninstitute.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/2018-canada-brief-lancet-countdown-policy.pdf

